CHAPTER VIII THE COMPANY ADVENTURERS TO THE NEW FOUND LANDS
A entry in the Bristol customs ledger, of date January 26, 1493, shows a certain "Johannes ffornandus" exporting goods in a ship bound for Lisbon.1 This may be the Joao Fernandez whose projects for discovery have been mentioned in the previous chapter. But the identification is not proved, for the name was a common one in Portugal, and its bearer in the 1493 record may have been a different man. Still less satisfactory is an entry of September 19, 1486, which gives among the merchants in a Portuguese ship from Madeira the surnames "ffor-nandus" and "Gunsalus", without indication of their Christian names.2 But the matter is interesting, for one of the Azorean adventurers with whom we shall have to deal in this chapter was named Joao Gonsalvez. There is a possibility that these men were known in Bristol years before they became prominent in exploration.
Early in "1501 three Azoreans, Joao Fernandez, Francisco Fernandez and Joao Gonsalvez, were engaged in a plan of discovery with three Bristol merchants, Richard Warde, Thomas Asshehurst and John Thomas. They petitioned the king for a grant of letters patent, and received it in completed form on March ig.3 As has been mentioned in connexion with the Cabot patent, this indicates that the business had been broached at least some weeks earlier and that keen discussion and scrutiny of the conditions had taken place. As before, we are justified in relying upon the literal meaning of every phrase, and we are not justified in assuming that anything not stated was intended.
The patent is much longer and more detailed than that accorded to John Cabot in 1496. It concedes to the grantees permission to sail in all the seas, as well southern as northern, eastern and western in order to discover in any part of the world heathen lands " which before this time were and at present are unknown to all Christians". Such lands may be annexed and subdued by the grantees, the sovereignty being reserved to the king. General licence is given to all the king's subjects to resort to the lands so found and to dwell and trade in them under the governance of the grantees. The latter receive power to make and enforce suitable laws, and it is not stated that they shall be laws uniform with those of
1  E. 122, 20/9 (Ledger, 8-9 Hen. VII).
2  E. 122, 20/5 (Ledger, 1-2 Hen. VII).
3  Nos, 38 and 39, Petition and Letters Patent of 1501.